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The UK gets, on average, around 300 earthquakes every year!
Most of these you won’t even realise are happening at all, 
some will feel just like a big truck has driven near you, but 
occasionally they can be big enough to know for sure that 
it’s an earthquake!

As you can see in the quake risk map to the right, most of the 
UK is very low risk for earthquakes, however parts of north-
west and southern Wales, and the West of Scotland have 
higher risk than the rest of the UK

Scotland is full of 
geological fault 
lines, particularly in 
the Highlands and 
West of Scotland, 
which is where 
most earthquakes 
in Scotland are 
felt. 
 

Because they are all strike-slip faults (where the two 
sides slide horizontally past each other) it is unlikely 
we’ll ever get a magnitude 9Mw earthquake in 
Scotland!

The earthquakes we do get, however, 
pose some risk so lots of Scottish 
infrastructure in seismically active areas 
has been designed to be earthquake 
resistant!

The Kessock road bridge and the waste 
water pipes in Inverness have been 
designed with earthquake resistance in 
mind. The bridge has seismic buffers built 
in to spread the energy of the quake 
and reduce any damage. 
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Fault lines in Scotland. Image credit: Mikenorton

Kessock Bridge, Inverness. Image credit:Toby Speight
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Historic quakes
Scotland’s largest known earthquake happened 
in 1880. It was measured as 5.2 ML on the local 
magnitude, (Richter) scale, and it spread along the 
west coast of Scotland and as far east as Perthshire 
from its epicentre in Argyll. 

It was reported by lighthouse keepers in Lewis and 
Barra and all the way from Cape Wrath in the north to 
the Mull of Galloway in the south!

In 1816 there was a 3.5ML earthquake which was 
felt all the way from Orkney to the Borders. Though it 
wasn’t that big, it caused a fair amount of damage, 
particularly in Inverness, where it shook chimneys 
from buildings and did damage to the Inverness Town 
Steeple.
 

Inverness Town Steeple, now repaired
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