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Autumn Artwork
Autumn is a wonderful time of year to get 
outside and be inspired by all the beautiful 
colours around you! It may be getting colder, 
but the trees and plants are putting on a great 
display of warm colours with leaves turning 
from green to red and yellow to brown.

Did you know? Most autumn colours are 
hidden in the leaves all year round, but they 
are ‘covered up’ by chlorophyll which makes 
leaves green! 

Green: Chlorophyll in the leaves turns the 
Sun’s energy into food for the tree.

Red: As the weather gets colder, the trees do 
not need the chlorophyll so it breaks down and the red colours appear. 

Orange: As the leaves are dying and the red fades away, they start to turn bright orange.

Yellow: This is the last bright colour the leaves turn before the leaves go mushy and brown and 
start to decompose!

Get wrapped up nice and warm and head outside with your grown up. You have 10 minutes 
to complete the rainbow challenge! Take a look around and see if you can find some natural 
materials of each colour of the rainbow, that could include leaves, petals, stones, feathers… 
there are colours everywhere you look! Fill in the what you found below:

Leaf artwork by Andy Goldsworthy

Rainbow challenge: 

COLOUR WHAT DID YOU  FIND?
RED
ORANGE
YELLOW
GREEN
BLUE
INDIGO
VIOLET
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Scavenger hunt: 
Now that you’ve warmed up with the rainbow challenge, its time to go on a scavenger hunt 
to find as many different natural materials as possible, that you can use to make a collage. 
Try and look for different coloured items, different shapes, sizes and textures too! It is best to 
collect things that are on the floor, for example, leaves that have fallen on the floor, rather 
than pulling them off the tree yourself. Remember not to pick up litter or anything that could 
be harmful, like dog poo!

Giant art attack: 
Once you’ve collected lots of natural materials, you can lay them out to create an amazing 
nature collage! What will your picture be? An autumn woodland scene? Your favourite 
animal? A self portrait? The possibilities are endless…

Take a look at this artist for inspiration, Andy Goldsworthy, who uses 100% natural materials (like 
leaves, rocks and ice) to create artworks in the woods! 


